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• Welcome

• Session 1: Pearson Edexcel and International GCSE grading

• Session 2: Content and planning the course

• Session 3: Assessment and mark schemes

• Session 4: Support, resources and final questions

Session Agenda



Delegates will:
- identify how the qualifications are devised and awarded

- review the content of the qualification

- explore how to plan the course and/or lessons

- understand the assessment of the qualification and how to 
prepare students

- identify the support available from Pearson

Aims and Objectives



Polls to get to 
know the 
delegates



Pearson Edexcel



Pearson is the world’s leading learning company. Our mission is to help people 
make progress in their lives through learning – because we believe that learning opens 
up opportunities, creating fulfilling careers and better lives. 

❖ Qualifications: our qualifications and assessments help to educate millions of
people worldwide.

❖ Support: we provide innovative textbooks, curriculum materials, multimedia
learning tools, IT platforms, professional development.

❖ Impact: At the core of everything we do is the desire to make a measurable
impact on improving people’s lives through learning.

Edexcel is part of Pearson Education and is the UK’s largest awarding body.

❖ Worldwide recognition: over 150 years of international education experience,
more than 3.4 million learners in 70+ countries. Over 9 million scripts marked
annually, with exceptionally reliable results.

About Pearson Edexcel



International GCSE 
grading 



Awarding

• The grading system is changing, but our commitment to awarding grades that 
accurately reflect learner exam performance remains the same.

• We set new grade boundaries (minimum number of marks needed to achieve 
each grade) for each assessment of each qualification.

Benefits

• Greater differentiation across levels of attainment, e.g. two grades where the 
current C grade is.

• Rewards truly outstanding achievement with the grade 9. 

• Provides more information about student attainment to help progression to A 
Level.

• Same scale for Pearson Edexcel GCSE and International GCSE allows for clear 
comparison with English standards, unlike old A* to G grading. 

9-1 grading scale



Understanding 9-1



9-1 grading scale 



Content and 
planning



Content
Develop skills to analyse a range 
of  literary fiction and non-fiction 
texts.
Develop skills of imaginative and 
transactional writing for a variety 
of purposes and audiences.
Develop speaking and listening 
skills.*

Assessment Objectives / 
Skills Tested

Three  Reading Assessment 
Objectives covering 
understanding of texts, critical 
analysis and comparison.

Two Writing Assessment 
Objectives covering content and 
structure and accuracy.

One Spoken Language 
Assessment Objective.*

Structure of 
Assessment

One three-hour written examination 
paper: no set or pre-release texts; 
unseen source material issued in 
examination.
Divided into three sections: A 
(40%), B (30%) and C (30%).
Spoken Language endorsement 
(optional).

12

Introduction to the Specification



Introduction to the content
Section A requires students to understand and interpret two unseen 

texts, show understanding of how writers use language and 
compare the two texts.

Section B requires students to use both reading and writing abilities 
to produce a piece of directed writing based on the texts they have 
read.

Section C allows students to develop their own writing either 
creatively or imaginatively or to produce a coherent argument.



• The specification is a key document you will need to read before 
you start teaching the course.

• It outlines the key content, assessment and core objectives of the 
course

• The SAMs (or Sample Assessment materials) are also very 
important documents.  

• The SAMs are the first set of assessments to be written by the 
examiners.

• Both the specification and the SAMs are submitted to Ofqual and 
form the basis for all of the live examinations.

• It is therefore important that you download and read these                      
two documents.

Using the specification and SAMs



• This can be a challenging part of the examination for 
students as they are reading texts they have not been 
taught.

• They have to show they understand the text for the short 
answer questions but must also be able to compare the 
writers’ ideas and perspectives for the comparison question.

• Students need to build their confidence to help them tackle 
unseen texts.

• They need to have the confidence to trust their own 
interpretation of a text as well as recognising and supplying 
the evidence to support their interpretation.

Approaching unseen texts



• Text types studied should include a range of forms, such as 
fiction, journalism (for example articles and reviews), speeches, 
journals and reference book extracts.

• Text types should also include literary non-fiction texts, such as 
selections from autobiography, letters, obituaries and travel 
writing. These lists are not exhaustive.

• Texts that are essentially transient, such as instant news feeds 
and advertisements, will not form part of the assessment.

What unseen texts do my students 
need to study?



• Look at the past papers – these will provide you with 
texts from past examination series as well as a mark 
scheme and questions

• The GCSE English Language site also has a number of 
anthologies containing unseen extracts for KS4 students

• Websites such as the TES, BBC Bitesize, Teachit, 
Teachwire and Englishbiz all have teacher-created 
resources and ideas for extracts

• Use the group chat to suggest any key sources or 
materials you use.

Where can I find unseen texts?



• Question and challenge
• Make connections
• Envisage and predict 
• Speculate
• Play with ideas
• Keep options open as they read

Dynamic reading skills



Different ways to read texts

Predicting Make informed guesses about the text

Skimming Read quickly - getting the gist of the text

Scanning Dart around the text searching for key info

Close Reading Close attention to the text

Questioning Ask questions to clarify ideas

Backwards/forwards Read back and forth to make connections

Empathising Feel what the writer or a character feels

Visualising See a picture when reading the text

Inferring Read between the lines to find a meaning



• What are my first thoughts?

• Am I puzzled or intrigued by anything about the 
text?

• What do I like about it?

• Does it remind me of anything?

Ways of approaching an unseen 
text – questions for students



Using images to help ‘read’ texts

What are my first thoughts? Am I puzzled/intrigued by anything about   
the text?
What do I like about it?  Does it remind me of anything?



• What do you think 
is happening in 
this image?

• What textual clues 
led you to say 
this?

• Where would you 
find it?

• Who is it for?

Using images to help ‘read’ texts



This image is part of a 
campaign about 
modern slavery.

For more details and 
teaching packs, go to:

https://www.a21.org/co
ntent/education/gn9v
q0

https://www.a21.org/content/education/gn9vq0


Most students feel more comfortable and confident ‘reading’ 
images and short films.

By introducing these texts, you are still encouraging them to:

1. Notice details

2. Explore ideas linked to the details

3. Analyse meaning

4. Evaluate effectiveness

How do images help students  
read texts?



Using short extracts

THE SHARK TRUST UK

OUR VISION
A future where sharks thrive within a 
globally healthy marine ecosystem.

OUR MISSION
Safeguarding the future of sharks 
through positive change. We achieve 
this through science, education, 
influence and action.

IT'S HERE! THE SECOND FIN FIGHTE  
SHARKFEST! GET READY FOR A FUN 
PACKED DAY FULL OF ALL THINGS 
SHARKY! Fin Fighters are an ambitious 
new UK shark conservation 
organisation; on a mission to protect 
sharks worldwide and end the sale and 
distribution of shark fin in the UK by 
the year 2023.



What kind of text is this?
What is its purpose?
Who is it aimed at?
What do you notice about its language?

Urquhart Castle is probably one of the most picturesquely situated castles in 
the Scottish Highlands. Located 16 miles south-west of Inverness, the 
castle, one of the largest in Scotland, overlooks much of Loch Ness. 
Visitors come to stroll through the ruins of the 13th-century castle because 
Urquhart has earned the reputation of being one of the best spots for 
sighting Loch Ness’s most famous inhabitant.



What kind of text is this?
What is its purpose?
Who is it aimed at?
What do you notice about its language?

Jake began to dial the number slowly as he had done every evening at six 
o’clock ever since his father had passed away. For the next fifteen 
minutes he settled back to listen to what his mother had done that day.



Building AO2 skills



Responding to texts
Phrases that might be helpful:

• To introduce quotations
The evidence that supports this is...
This is evident when...
This is apparent when...
This is illustrated by...
This is demonstrated by...

• To introduce explanations
This suggests that...
This infers that...
This implies that...
This insinuates that...
This shows that...



Encourage students to think about drawing links between the following 
elements:

• Narrative voice
• Content
• Themes
• Ideas and perspectives
• Language and structure
• Tone
• Setting 
• Purpose 
• Format

They must use:
• Evidence from both texts
• Words/phrases of comparison/contrast

Approaches to comparison



• 50 marks are allocated to writing.

• Students are required to write one piece of transactional 
writing based on the unseen texts as part of Section B.

• Students are required to write one piece of 
imaginative/personal writing as part of Section C.

• It is important that your students are aware of the 
different forms of writing and how they can interest and 
engage their reader.

Sections B and C: Writing



In the group chat
• Discuss how you prepare your students for the two types of 

writing tasks across this course: Transactional writing in 
section B; imaginative/personal writing in section C.

• How do you engage your students and improve their writing 
skills?

• How do you combine the reading and writing skills in your 
lesson plans and in your scheme of work for the whole year?

• Do you spend enough time on the specific teaching of 
writing?

Writing



Encourage students to think about:

• Audience

• Purpose

• Language

• Tone

• Format

• Evidence from both texts

• Using own words.

Section B – reading and writing



Audience

• Who is it aimed at?

• Who would read it?

Think about:

» appropriate vocabulary
» sentence types/length
» appropriate content
» register – levels of formality

– should be lively and interesting.



Tone

Writer’s attitude to subject and audience conveyed 
through:

• diction

• syntax

• levels of formality

• use of literary/rhetorical techniques.



Levels of formality – activity for students

Put these sentences into a scale, ranging from formal 
to informal. 

1. You look so good. Blue matches your eyes.
2. You look awesome.
3. You look beautiful in that lovely dress. That shade of 

blue really suits you.
4. Cool dress. It makes your eyes sparkle.
5. I must compliment you on your choice of frock. That 

colour is most becoming.



The importance of planning



Planning
Planning an answer:

• Should take no more than 5-10 minutes

• Students should not write draft responses

• Answer the question

• Focus on key words

• Plan the use of time

• Use a rich and varied vocabulary.



• Encourage students to mind map/ brainstorm/ list ideas onto a page.

• Encourage them to select the best ideas and list them in an order 
where it is easy to see how you would move between paragraphs.

• Let them see you plan a piece of writing using the 2019 question, 
coming up with the ideas as well. 

• Create a paragraph plan for the writing using a frame, leaving space 
for ideas. 

• Include information on how to produce a planning frame and how to 
create the best structure for different purposes

Helping students to plan their 
work



Using different scenarios
Who eats from 

this fridge?
You could:

ask for adjectives
ask for a name
ask for dialogue
ask for reactions



Self assessment for students – AO5



• Pearson provide 
some lesson plans for 
texts within the 
anthology.

• These can be found 
on the website.

• One has been 
provided in your pack.

Lesson plans



● Our transferable skills framework underpins the design of all 
Pearson Edexcel international qualifications and their supporting 
resources across IPLS, International GCSE and International A Level.

● Ensures our assessments target the skills students’ need for 
successful progression.

● Increasing our support where these skills naturally occur through 
the teaching, learning and assessment.

● Pearson materials and mapping will support you in identifying and 
developing the acquisition of these skills in students across the full 
curriculum.

● The materials for International GCSE Specification A can be found 
on our website here: Transferable skills

Supporting transferable skills

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-english-language-a-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FSkills-for-learning-and-work


• After all these great ideas about content and how to 
teach the course – you need to ensure that you are 
leaving enough time to cover the course (or courses if 
you are teaching English Literature too).

• You need to think about:

1. How much teaching time do you have?

2. Which papers you are teaching?

3. How much time do you need to allow for revision?

4. When to build in mocks and tests.

Putting it all together



Top level plan



• In your download, there are a selection of planners and 
schemes of work

• Read through them all briefly and add your thoughts and 
questions into the group chat

• Some of you may have already started teaching the 
course – do you have any suggestions about where to 
start?

Activity



Assessment and 
the exams



Introduction to the assessment
• Section A – Questions are related to two previously unseen extracts. 

Assesses students’ understanding of, and response to, stimulus material 
(40 marks).

• Section B – ONE 30-mark directed writing task, based on the ideas 
presented in the source texts, involving a given audience, form or purpose. 
Assesses students’ ability to write according to guidelines, in response to 
stimulus material.

• Section C – ONE 30-mark writing task, from a choice of three (discursive, 
narrative, and descriptive).

The total number of marks available is 100.

The assessment duration is 3 hours.



Assessment objectives: reading

% in International 
GCSE Specification B

Reading AO1 Read and understand a 
variety of texts, 
selecting and 
interpreting information, 
ideas and perspectives.

15

AO2 Understand and 
analyse how writers use 
linguistic and structural 
devices to achieve their 
effects.

20

AO3 Explore links and 
connections between 
writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as 
how these are 
conveyed

15



Assessment objectives: writing

% in International 
GCSE Specification B

Writing AO4 Communicate 
effectively and 
imaginatively, adapting 
form, tone and register 
of writing for specific 
purposes and 
audiences.

32

AO5 Write clearly, using a 
range of vocabulary 
and sentence 
structures, with 
appropriate 
paragraphing and 
accurate spelling, 
grammar and 
punctuation.

18



Where are they assessed?

section question AO

A 1.2. 4. 5 AO1

A 3, 6 AO2

A 7 AO3

B 8 AO1, AO4, AO5

C 9,10, 11 AO4, AO5



• We get a lot of questions from teachers about how 
students can manage their time during this paper

• There is no right or wrong approach – you know 
your students!

• Some teachers look at the raw marks and the times 
and advise their students from there

• Others look at each text and the questions and split 
the time that way

Timing of the paper



Timing of the paper
• How do you advise your students?

• In the group chat, talk about your approaches to helping 
students make the best use of their time.

• As a guide to your discussion, think about:
• The time available – 3 hours in total
• The number of texts to read – 2 unseen texts
• The number of questions – 9 in total (7 reading – 1 

reading & writing, 1 writing)
• Number of sections – 3
• Number of raw marks – 100 (40 for section A; 30 

for section B and 30 for section C)



• Students sit in the same exam room where they will do their exam, 
preferably in the same seats

• Students are given an exam paper which is as close to being like the 
real thing as possible (i.e. exam writing booklet if relevant)

• Students are literally walked through every question on the paper –
the person leading the session talks them through the smallest steps, 
such as underlining key words, how to plan, things to remember etc.

• Students then write their responses in timed conditions and told when 
to move onto each question.

Walking-talking mocks



Section A

• The first two questions on each text are simple retrieval questions 
focusing on AO1, similar to the short questions in the existing 
specification. 

• The third question on each text focuses on AO2 and requires 
students to give a more detailed response, exploring how the writer 
uses linguistic and structural devices to achieve effects. 

• Question 7 will require students to compare the two texts (AO3). 
This will allow students to make relevant and cogent connections 
and contrasts of the ways that the writers present their ideas and 
perspectives. 



Questions 3 and 6 – AO2



Mark scheme for AO2



Level 5 achievement:



Question 7 – AO3



AO3- mark scheme



Level 5 achievement



Section B questions



Section B
• This section is designed to test the candidates’ ability to use 

relevant information from the unseen extracts used in 
response to Section A and to present it for a given audience 
and purpose. 

• They will be asked to use a recognised form of writing such as 
a speech or talk, a letter, magazine article or website 
contribution. 

• Responses will be assessed on the relevance of the 
information, the sense of audience and purpose and the 
quality and accuracy of expression.

• There will be no choice of questions in Section B.



Section B question - 2019



Question 8 - mark scheme



Level 5 achievement



Section C questions



Section C
• Students have the opportunity to be personal and creative and write in 

an interesting manner

• They should aim to write with varied vocabulary and fluency and from 
an individual perspective

• Choice of three titles

• Essays may be narrative, descriptive, personal, argumentative or 
discursive

• There may be opportunities to respond personally and imaginatively to 
the themes presented in the reading texts but it is not appropriate to 
copy from them or to use the key ideas from them. 



Section C questions



Section C: comments from the 
mark scheme

• No audience is specified: candidates should write for the examiner, and 
any justifiable methods of communication will be rewarded.

• Question 9: Candidates are free to agree or disagree with the statement 
and may present a variety of arguments.

• Question 10: Candidates may interpret the title as they wish. They will 
be rewarded for such qualities as a sense of drama, vivid description, 
excitement or suspense.

• Question 11: Candidates should be rewarded for their powers to evoke 
a place, using effective vocabulary (e.g. from the senses or descriptions 
of natural scenes).



Level 5 - Question 11



Support and 
resources



Where do I find the resources?

Click on the website here: IGCSE B

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-english-language-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


Published resources

We are committed to helping teachers deliver our Pearson Edexcel 
qualifications and helping students to achieve their full potential. 

To do this, we aim for our qualifications to be supported by a wide 
range of high-quality resources, produced by a range of publishers. 

However, it is not necessary to purchase endorsed resources 
to deliver our qualifications.



Student Book
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9-1): 
English Language B Student Book

ISBN: 9780435182571

Teacher Pack
English Language B Online Teacher Resource Pack

Publisher: Pearson Education

ISBN: 9780435188979

For more information and access 
to samples visit: www.pearsonglobalschools.com

English Language B student book

http://www.pearsonglobalschools.com/


Your subject advisor is Clare Haviland
Phone: +44 (0)20 70102183
Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng
Email: TeachingEnglish@pearson.com

English Forum The English forum is a discussion platform for English 
teachers. It highlights useful documents and allows teachers to share 
information directly.

Contact your dedicated Subject 
Advisor

mailto:TeachingEnglish@pearson.com
http://community.edexcel.com/english/f/12.aspx


Any questions?



Please fill in your 
evaluation forms

We value your 
feedback!
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